Fortnightly Parish Newsletter 4/3/2021
Dear friends, sisters and brothers,
Well it does feel like our leaving is coming closer
and we just want to re assure you that your
church and community are in very good hands.
Firstly each one of you is called and making a
diﬀerence where you are; in your family, who may
be near or far away; in your street and
neighbourhood; as you walk and greet people
and pray; in the painful times and the honesty of
loss and exhaustion and feeling overwhelmed.
The fragrance of Jesus is felt in a smile, a word of
encouragement, a card, a bunch of flowers, a
sense of belonging, a sense of knowing in the end
that whatever comes our way, we will be able to
say: “It is well, it is well with my soul”.
God loves us and came into this broken world in
Jesus who brings heaven to earth through faith,
hope and love.
We had so hoped that this year would open out a
bit more so that we could have more time in
person with you all. But this is not to be. Like you
we are so grateful for the vaccine and the many
many blessings we experience.
So we will end well on 23rd May because we
know the Lord can bring this about.
We will continue to livestream our services at 10 am and 11am
https://www.facebook.com/SandalMagnaParish/
ZOOM COFFEE: 12.00-12.30 every Sunday: All are welcome whether you have watched worship
or worshipped somewhere else. Or if you haven’t been anywhere, YOU ARE WELCOME…..
Number: 288 118 7942

Password is l1feg1ft26

(lifegift26 with the i’s as 1’s)

Please join us on 14th March @ 4.00-4.30pm for a Mothers Day Zoom Families@4
EASTER: We are planning to open the churches for worship from Palm Sunday March 28th.
10am @ St Helen’s
11am @ St Helen’s
11am @ St Pauls
These will be similar to before lock down. We will need to wear masks, no communal singing and
fellowship will take place at a distance outside the church building.
BUT it was a joy before and will be a joy again to meet even in this limited way.
Good Friday
Unfortunately we cannot do the Good Friday procession with our brothers and sisters in South
Wakefield because of restrictions but we will be oﬀering:
St Helen’s: Good Friday meditation 12noon-3.00pm. (Come in and leave on the half hour)
St Paul’s: Good Friday meditation 2.00-3.00pm.

Easter Sunday will be the three services of worship as usual.
Maybe if we can’t sing we can dance!!!

The Spring Cafe Takeaway Hub will be opening from
Tuesday 9th March from 10am - 4pm
oﬀering a full takeaway selection as well as our Hot Dish of the Day.
Tuesday: Meat and Potato Pie
Wednesday: Normandy Pork Casserole
Thursday; Chicken Leek and Ham Pie
Friday: Lasagne & Garlic Bread.
We will also have our popular Roasted Vegetable Pasta available each day.
We will be opening on Saturdays from the earlier time of 9am, but will close slightly earlier at
12.30pm, during which time we will be oﬀering our full takeaway menu but with the added option
to buy a frozen meal to warm up in the comfort of your own home.
Do remember that if you are short on time and don't want to run the risk of having to queue you
can order your food online @ www.thespring.sandalmagna.com or on our dedicated order line at
07729209837.
Finally we are providing a range of Mothers Day Treats this year please go onto our facebook
page or website for more details,
Prayer in a time of Transition
We pray for the schools, colleges and universities as they open up. Especially for those who have
carried the leadership and continued the education of each individual. Thank you for your
resilience and love.
We pray for ALL OUR YOUNG people who have weathered a big storm. We pray for parents in
this change and for their well being.
This will be a transition with many diﬀerent emotions and needs.
We pray for protection and wisdom and joy in this new season.
Rupert and I want to thank you for your prayers, although this last year has been so diﬀerent, we
have felt held and peaceful and know all will be well.
There are two major transitions:
Firstly: us leaving
Secondly: how we come out of this past year well as a worshipping, serving & loving community.
These are significant changes. But one of the books we have read is
“SMALL is BIG and SLOW is FAST!!!!”
We know that you will be in safe hands with the leadership team God has put in place for this
season. Those taking responsibility for decisions are Godly, prayerful, humble and unified on how
we need to safely and sensitively come out of lockdown and listen to the Lord for each next step.
It will be small and slow, but that rings a bell with Jesus teaching about yeast, salt and mustard
seeds!!!
This period of transition goes by the Latin name of an interregnum, which means between two
rules! I hope that we and the next Vicar do not rule over anyone! That would be contrary to the
Gospel. As Jesus said: You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over
them, and their high oﬃcials exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever

wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be
slave of all. Mark 10 42-44.
The interregnum will be a season of serving one another and the parish, praying for whoever God
is calling, and discerning his will. Sally and I are so grateful for the gifted servant leaders whom
we have worked alongside over the years, and who will carry on the Lord’s work in this parish, led
by our Churchwardens, Andrea, Craig, Brian and Ed, and our Reader, Angela, under the
auspices of our PCC with the full support of the staﬀ team.
Please hold each other in your prayers and for all the ministries as they journey into this new
season. That they unfold forwards into something beautiful, creative, perhaps a bit diﬀerent but
FULL OF LOVE.
We have shared the BIG PICTURE so you know who is taking responsibility for what.
We welcome Angela Elphick as a paid member of staﬀ for one day a week as Worship Pastor
and a trained Reader, authorised by the Diocese. Her contract started on 1st March. We welcome
two new members onto the staﬀ team: Viv Buckley as the co-ordinator of 10am service at St
Helen’s, and Richard Hughes overseeing the online streaming/worship and huge potential for the
future in this area of sharing the good news of Jesus. Margaret Walker and Susan Lee continue
the work of co-ordinating St Paul’s worship, pastoral care, and ministry in the village of Walton.
As we said at the beginning everyone is part of the Body of Christ in a Kingdom Garden.
“Always remember you are important, you matter & you are loved
& you bring to this world things no-one else can”
For those who don’t know, Rupert and I are moving back to Bristol. We lived there from
1984-1991. We bought a little terraced house in Hotwells, worshipped in our local church and
shared life together with the community. Sam, Tom and Hannah were born there. Rupert worked
at the Arnolfini art gallery before he trained at Trinity College in Bristol and we left there 30 years
ago to spend 4 years Yateley and then 26 years here!
So it is familiar and unfamiliar. We still have friends in our neighbourhood, and the building work
starts on 10th March to put an extension on the back of the house. We would value prayers for a
smooth building project (via zoom) and that it is not too disruptive for our neighbours. Thank you
so much xx
The week of 17th May (all being well) we will have our vicarage garden open and be inviting 30
people at a time to share, eat cake and say farewell. We will visit those who can’t get to us and
our last Sundays will be 16th May at St Paul’s and 23rd May at St Helen’s.
It doesn’t feel real but it does feel right, so thank you for all your support.
We are treasuring memories and each day as it unfolds,
God bless and be strengthened by the Holy Spirit in each of you
Sally and Rupert xx
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