7/1/2021

Dear friends, sisters and brothers, welcome to our first fortnightly e-newsletter of 2021.

In the midst of “What Next?”
We want to send our love and hope
to you all at the beginning
of this New Year.
Although we are legally allowed to open our churches for worship, we have decided not to
conduct public worship during this time. It is just too risky. We will continue to livestream our
services at 10 am and 11am https://www.facebook.com/SandalMagnaParish/
This will be with only 4-6 people inside St Helen’s. This is hard for all of us who have been blessed
by coming to worship in church. We would encourage you to watch on line and join our zoom
coﬀee/refreshment half hour at 12noon every Sunday for half an hour.
Number: 288 118 7942
Password is l1feg1ft26
(lifegift26 with the i’s as 1’s)
Following on from the beautiful Christingle service and the joy of seeing each other, we will be
holding our monthly Families@4 online on 2nd Sundays.
Do invite those you know to join in.
THIS SUNDAY 11th January @ 4.00pm-4.30pm Families@4 online.
Number: 288 118 7942
Password is l1feg1ft26
(lifegift26 with the i’s as 1’s)
The prop you can bring if you have one is a bicycle or skateboard helmet!!

The Spring will remain closed until February half term when we will look at
developments and keep you informed. We know this is a real loss to all who work, volunteer
and visit, but we need to do this to ensure the safety of everyone.
The Parish Oﬃce is closed, but the phone will be checked regularly for messages.
Nurturing our ‘Little flock’
Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. Luke 12:32
This is a scary time for many people. The new lockdown measures are essential to stop our
hospitals being overwhelmed. Many of our nurses and doctors are struggling to cope with the
pressure they are under. They need our prayers and they need our observance of the rules. The
schools and education centres under such tough guidance are doing all they can to keep teaching
every young person in their charge, they need our prayers and support.
For many the threat of the virus is a distant one, but
the fear is very real. How do we handle this fear and
anxiety and the loss of physical human presence
alongside the usual winter challenges?
Jesus often uses a pastoral image to represent care
and protection. Sheep are very exposed and
vulnerable and need shepherds to guide, protect
and nourish them. Jesus called himself the good
shepherd, who knows his sheep by name and cares
for every single one equally.

Jesus led by example when he called his twelve disciples his little flock: Do not be afraid, little
flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. The kingdom is a pretty big gift!
It means everything that comes under the just rule of God, including Creation, Life in all its
fullness, the Father’s love through all eternity, the friendship of Jesus, and the power of the Holy
Spirit.
Jesus commissions Peter to feed my sheep, and Peter in turn asks church leaders to shepherd
the flock of God. It would the easy to think that pastoral care is the work of just church leaders or
those Paul defined as having the gift of being pastors. I believe that each of us as followers of the
good shepherd have been entrusted with a little flock to care for, nurture and protect. The little
flock may be two or three or twelve people, but it is your flock. Who belongs to your little flock?
How are you going to show your love and concern for them during this time?
Your flock may be varied, and include family, friends, members of your congregation, those on the
edge or on their own. At this time we need to have a special care for the poor.
Jesus goes on to say: Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you
the kingdom. Sell your possessions and give to the poor.
Who are the poor whom we can care for? The poor are those who are deprived in any way,
materially, spiritually, mentally; those deprived of company as much as food; those deprived of
work or of family support; those deprived of opportunities to visit their loved ones, to hold them,
encourage and comfort them; those deprived of the rhythms of life that keep them going. We
can’t make up for these losses, but we can be the ones who care, keep in touch, and share the
burden. Let’s listen to God’s gentle promptings and act on them to nurture and nourish our little
flock. And let’s join in where possible with the worship we are able to participate in. Rupert
A Blessing for this Time, by Lynda Wright of the Iona Community
May your eyes be opened to the wonder of the daily miracles around you
and your sense of mystery be deepened.
May you be aware of the light that shines in the darkness,
and that the darkness can never put it out.
May you be blessed with companions on the journey,
friends who will listen to you and encourage you with their presence.
May you learn to live with what is unsolved in your heart,
daring to face the questions and holding them
until, one day, they find answers.
May you find the still, quiet place inside yourself
where you can know and experience the peace that passes understanding.
May love flow in you and through you to those who need your care.
May you continue to dream dreams and to reach out into the future
with a deeper understanding of God's way for you. Amen
With love and blessings from Sally and Rupert
If you would like prayer please e mail sandalmagnaparish@gmail.com or leave a message
on 01924 255441. It will be a privilege to pray for you or the prayer request you ask for.
If you would like to be part of our Thursday prayer link please contact Joyce Bloomfield
joycesandalmagna@icloud.com
Link to Diocesan News: https://www.leeds.anglican.org/ea-news
New Home Learning Hub to help parents with home schooling: https://
learning.leeds.anglican.org/about/education/homelearning/

