30/8/2020
Letter to our church & community
Dear friends, sisters and brothers,
This is not easy news to share but we know it
is God’s time for Sally and I to move on from
here next year. We have told the church this
morning and are sending this out to you all
today with our love x
We will be ending our ministry here in this
parish in May 2021, 26 years after we began
in 1995. It’s a God-incidence that the reading
today was the one which we had at our first
service here.
The Vine and the Branches
Jesus said: “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts oﬀ every
branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so
that it will be even more fruitful. You are already clean because of the word I have
spoken to you. Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by
itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.
I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear
much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If you do not remain in me, you are
like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown
into the fire and burned. If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. This is to my Father’s glory, that you
bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.
As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you keep
my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s
commands and remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you
and that your joy may be complete. My command is this: love each other as I have
loved you.”

As we have prayed and listened to God over the last couple of years asking
the question”What next Lord?” We sensed the connection between 26 years
and 26 miles as the length of a marathon!! Neither of us have run a marathon
but you need a finishing line and even though we never imagined this
situation with Covid 19 we do sense it is still the right time for us to move to a
new season next year as the church moves forward into a new season. In the
coming couple of years it will be a new vision with new leaders to continue
what has and is a precious Jesus journey together.
It has been and will continue to be a great joy to serve here. Our family have
grown up here and we have loved every season. We are grateful for the many
people who have lived with us as extended family and really blessed us and

we are so grateful for all of you we have shared life, ministry and worship with
during our time here. The heart of our ministry has always been our desire for
people of all ages to get to know how much they are loved by our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ and to find purpose and calling wherever they find
themselves. We have enjoyed seeing many come to faith, be baptised and
confirmed, be part of the body of Christ and share in belonging to the
communities of believers at St Helen’s, St Paul’s, The Spring and Portobello.
We are so grateful for all those who have served faithfully over the years.
As we move into this new season of life, we are inspired by the many who
serve and pray into their 70’s, 80’s and 90’s. You are great example and an
inspiration to us.
We are always encouraged and challenged ourselves everyday by the calling
of Jesus to live with hope, grace and active love with the help of the holy
spirit. This last season we have loved walking alongside and seeing so many
growing in their faith and bringing light and life, Jesus resilience and prayer to
their situations. This is what Jesus asked us to do when he called us to follow
him and be his disciples. With the picture of the garden we have seen
beautiful growth, we have also felt as if we have been pruned right back
during this time but we know in pruning there is always growth to follow. We
also know everyone is finding ways to nourish their own spiritual life and keep
close to Jesus the vine. There is much to be done, much prayer needed in
this city.
We have loved getting to know people in every part of this beautiful parish
and beyond and sharing with them at times of joy and sorrow and in
between!
Above all we are grateful to God for his continuing presence and guidance.
We trust in his providence to help us navigate this time of transition,
especially during this season of uncertainty. May God be the “rock of our
salvation”, as we pray for those who will lead in years to come.
We are still here for another 9 months and we will treasure this time and look
forward to all that will happen during the seasons leading up to the great
festivals of Christmas and Easter, which we will need to celebrate in new and
creative ways.
So let’s continue to live out our faith and to hold onto the mission statement
that has held us together over the years, that with Jesus,
the lost are found, the found grow and the lonely are enfolded.
We can still do this in this time of uncertainty because we trust in a certain
God. So let’s remain in the vine, Jesus, love the people and places where we
live, work and serve, and be part of the body of Christ exactly where we are,
wearing the “ALL PURPOSE GARMENT OF LOVE”.
Rupert & Sally

PLEASE JOIN US FOR WORSHIP
SAFELY IN OUR CHURCHES or AT HOME,
through September. We are keeping the pattern the same
and will review it going in to October.

Sundays 10am, 11am or 12 noon in St Helen’s
Sandal Magna Parish facebook page live stream every
Sunday at 11am.

Sundays 11am at St Pauls.

These four opportunities to be together safely will last about 25 minutes. They will include
music, a short word and the Iona Community morning prayer words each week.

Do order a Wee WorshipBook and join in from home.
We are asking everyone who comes to wear a mask as we feel this is a good step to
everyone feeling even safer.
We have masks at the entrance if anyone needs one or has forgotten to bring one.
We are not going to continue with Wednesday mornings but in October/November we will be
running the “Prayer Course” on Wednesdays mornings in church for 8 weeks.

Some helpful ways of finding God and growing in our faith.
These apps can be downloaded for free.
Lectio 365. 10 minute daily reflection and prayer.
Youversion Make a plan. Readings & reflections on themes from Anxiety to Peace.
Bible in one Year
Richard Rohr's Daily Meditation: subscribe for weekly e-mail updates.
Here is a brilliant resource from our Diocese:
https://learning.leeds.anglican.org/event/rhythm-of-life-get-started-session/
Please be praying for all our schools, colleges, universities, head teachers, teachers
and all involved in education. This is such an important time for our amazing young
people as they begin again. We pray all will be well for every young person.

With our love, appreciation and prayers for you all
Rupert & Sally xx

Parish Oﬃce: 01924 259966. Please leave a message if no-one is in, and
your call will be returned as soon as possible.
Parish Administrator: Ruth McCallum, ruth.sandalmagna@gmail.com
Assistant Administrator: Denise Chivers, denise.sandalmagna@gmail.com
(Funerals and the Tree of Life enquiries )
Volunteer Administrator: Anne Francos, annef.sandalmagna@gmail.com

(Wedding enquiries.)

