14/5/2020

Letter to our church and community

Dear friends, sisters and brothers,
Welcome to all those who have joined our e letters this week.
Please do have a read of the back dated ones on the website as they
give a sense of the journey we have taken over the past weeks!

Christian Aid Week
10-16 May
Please give by going to the web-site
https://www.christianaid.org.uk
Please, please give generously as we can’t be out on the streets this year.
So BEAUTIFUL CHURCH
Let’s Pray in our homes as Churches Together……. Over this whole situation
Thank you to everyone who has signed up to pray.
The 48 hours we have are full, but we can all pray anytime.
This is a traditional time of 10 days of concentrated prayer from Jesus’ Ascension to heaven, during
which the disciples waited and prayed in the upper room, not knowing what next? 10 days later the
Holy Spirit came and filled them with love, courage, hope and energy for life in all its fullness. This
we now call Pentecost (known as the birth of the church). Do read Acts chapter 1 & 2 for the full
story.
It is a real blessing to be sharing this time of prayer with the Methodist Circuit Churches, St George’s
and Thornes, St John’s, St Catherine’s, New Life, Wakefield Baptist Church, St Austin’s and English
Martyrs, Strong Tower, City Vision and other individuals called to pray.
Sunday 24th May 6.00am-6.00am and Thursday 28th May 6.00am-6.00am are the two days we have
signed up for.
This is a global time of prayer and we invite everyone to take sometime out to draw close to God from
21st May to 31st May.
Pete Greig:

Prayer course

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eO1WIawSAkQ
Book: “How to Pray: A Simple Guide for Normal People
24/7 Prayer web-site is: https://www.24-7prayer.com

Free Prayer app
Lectio365
A really beautiful10 minutes of quiet reflection.

Rupert is continuing his journey through the Bible tracing visual images which recur.
This week on our SandalMagnaParish facebook page he has been exploring images which relate
to our human bodies; Face, Feet, Eye, Tears. The image that is relevant to our commitment to
pray in the coming week is that of Knee.
KNEE

Kneeling in prayer or worship is a sign of obedience, humility and adoration.
Solomon kneels to pray when the Temple is dedicated: "When Solomon had finished all these
prayers and supplications to the Lord, he rose from before the altar of the Lord, where he had
been kneeling with his hands spread out towards heaven.”1
Ezra kneels after prostrating himself: "Then, at the evening sacrifice, I rose from my selfabasement, with my tunic and cloak torn, and fell on my knees with my hands spread out to the
Lord my God.”2
Daniel kneels to pray towards Jerusalem at his open window, despite the King’s severe injunction:
"Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs
room where the windows opened towards Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees
and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before."3 Kneeling in prayer becomes
an act of protest and leads to him being thrown into the lion’s den.
His action echoes the refusal by the prophets in Elijah’s day to submit: "Yet I reserve seven
thousand in Israel – all whose knees have not bowed down to Baal and whose mouths have not
kissed him.”4
In 2016, the Quarterback for the 49ers, Colin Kapaernick, began to kneel during the playing of the
National Anthem prior to the game. "I am not going to stand up to show pride in a flag for a
country that oppresses black people and people of colour,” Kapaernick said.
A leper, a young man, the mother of the sons of Zebedee approach Jesus with requests by falling
on their knees. This was a proper gesture in approaching a person of rank, and is used mockingly
by the soldiers when they torture Christ: "Again and again they struck him on the head with a staﬀ
and spat on him. Falling on their knees, they paid homage to him.”5
By contrast, Peter falls to his knees in contrition: "When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’
knees and said, ‘Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!’"6

Stephen asks forgiveness on those who have killed him: "Then he fell on his knees and cried out,
‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them.’ When he had said this, he fell asleep."7
Paul kneels in prayer, 8, and pays homage to Jesus as Lord: "that at the name of Jesus every
knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth."9
We too are invited to kneel in worship and prayer:
"Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.”10
1 1 Kings 8:54
2 Ezra 9:5
3 Daniel 6:10
4 1 Kings 19:18
5 Mark 15:19
6 Luke 5:8
7 Acts 7:60
8 Ephesians 3:14
9 Philippians 2:10
10 Psalm 95:6

Sarah Cutts has some good news to share about our Christians against Poverty outreach work.
Three people have this last week gone debt free. This brings the total for the year so far to eleven,
which is a great cause for celebration.
She is also pleased to say that the work of the Wakefield debt centre is able to continue by
‘phone rather than by visiting clients in their homes.
“We are now able to take new appointment bookings for our Debt Help service via our helpline
0800 328 0006. We are not able to see clients face to face, and so we have changed our debt
counselling service to oﬀer a telephone based debt help service that will help and support the
clients through the process. We have worked hard with regulators to ensure that our service is
compliant, and we have trialled the service to ensure that it will work as well as it can do for
vulnerable clients.
We currently support clients living in the following areas: WF1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 12, 13, 15, 16 and 17.”
So if anyone needs help, or we know of anyone who needs help then the number to ring is:
0800 328 0006.
Thank you to everyone who is bringing blessings and kindness to their neighbours and
neighbourhoods. Jesus’ call to “Love your neighbour as yourself” has never felt so poignant and
true. This week seeing VE Day remembered and celebrated in many streets, sharing our farewell
to precious Joan Witts and having such a positive response from our church family and the
churches in Wakefield to the vision for praying together 24/7 from 21st May Ascension Day to
31st May Pentecost has continued to unite us.

With all our love and blessings,
Sally and Rupert
Vicarage: 01924 255441
Sally: 07910558139
Rupert: 07482526670
E mail: sandalmagna@gmail.com
E mail: sallymartinpcf@gmail.com

