21/5/2020
Letter to our church and
community
Dear friends, sisters and brothers,
Well here we are on Ascension Day, the day
the disciples were encouraged to go back
to their upper room in Jerusalem and wait
for the Holy Spirit. I think we feel we have
been in those closed rooms for the last nine
weeks. Maybe we can see this ten days as
a precious time to join in prayer together.
The whole city is praying together as every
hour is covered by a local church
community, many denominations praying
round the clock, united in prayer for
restoration and healing in people and in our
lands.
We need more wisdom than ever to begin
to open up safely: our lives, our schools,
our communities our churches our futures.
What a way to bless these important
decisions with 10 days of prayer locally and
globally which began this morning at
7.00am up at Sandal Castle with Bishop
Tony.
So BEAUTIFUL CHURCH,
Let’s believe this wave of prayer will make a
diﬀerence. The unity is beautiful and it is a
real blessing to be sharing this time of
prayer with the Methodist Circuit Churches,
St George’s and Thornes, St John’s, St
Catherine’s, New Life, Wakefield Baptist
Church, St Austin’s and English Martyrs,
Strong Tower, City Vision and other
individuals called to pray.

This is a global time of prayer and we invite everyone to take sometime out to draw close to God
and pray in your own way between today 21st May (Ascension Day) to 31st May (Pentecost)

PRAYER RESOURCES
Pete Greig:

Prayer course

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eO1WIawSAkQ
Book: “How to Pray: A Simple Guide for Normal People
24/7 Prayer web-site is: https://www.24-7prayer.com

Free Prayer app
Lectio365
A really beautiful10 minutes of quiet reflection.

How you pray is
unique and we are
reminded not to
compare ourselves.
So pray as you feel
called.
As you walk, as you
read the bible, as you
listen to creation, as
you create, as you give
God space and
silence,
ENJOY communicating
with your loving God.

These are a few things to think about when we pray, gathered by Joyce Bloomfield.
Prayer is the method by which God meets our needs.
In prayer we build a close relationship with God.
In prayer God comforts us in times of trial and heartache.
He strengthens us when we are tempted.
As we confess to God he washes us clean and forgives us.
Prayer helps us know what to do next. God guides us when we pray.
Prayer helps us understand the bible.
Praying gives us courage.
Prayer reminds us we are children of God, loved, accepted, known.
Prayer changes things…….

60 MINUTE PRAYER GUIDE: PRAYING FOR THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC You’ll need: A Bible,
Worship music, Water, Soap, Tissues, Pens, Pack of plasters / band aids, Hand sanitizer
PAUSE (5 minutes) PRAY Psalm 46 aloud
BE STILL Breathe deeply, and welcome the Holy Spirit
REJOICE (5 minutes) PRAY Psalm 91 aloud
SING or LISTEN to A song of worship about the greatness of God
ASK (30 minutes - 5 minutes per topic)
1. PRAY FOR THE CONTAINMENT OF THE VIRUS
Using water and soap, thoroughly wash your hands.
Ask God to slow and halt the spread of the Covid 19 Coronavirus.
Take a moment to pray for God’s particular intervention in the nations most affected.
2. PRAY FOR THE ILL AND ISOLATED
Using a pen and a tissue, write the names of the people you know who are self- isolating or who have
contracted the virus. Ask God to make His presence felt in solitude and to protect, strengthen and
heal them.
3. PRAY FOR PROTECTION OF THE VULNERABLE
Take a pen and a packet of plasters / band aids.
Write on plasters the names of the people you know who are elderly or have an under-lying condition
that may make them susceptible to the Coronavirus.
Ask God to protect them from infection.
4. PRAY FOR LOCAL AND NATIONAL LEADERS
Place your hands on your head and ask God to give wisdom to national and local political leaders as
they make decisions to protect people.
Cup your hand over your ear and ask God to bring excellent advisers to guide them. Open your
hands in front of you and ask God to give them the ability to communicate clearly to the public.
5. PRAY FOR HEALTH PROFESSIONALS
Rub sanitiser into your hands as you ask God to protect the health professionals (doctors, nurses,
ambulance crews and more) caring for those affected by the virus.
Ask God to give them peace, wisdom, to anoint them for their jobs and to protect them from
infection.
6. PRAY FOR THOSE AFFECTED IN OTHER WAYS BY THE PANDEMIC
There are many of people who will be indirectly affected by the coronavirus pandemic.
Ask God to comfort those grieving the loss of loved ones, to provide for those in financial difficulty
because they are unable to work, and for business leaders as they face such unprecedented disruption
to life.
Pray the blessing of Numbers 6:24-26 over each group.

The Lord bless you
and keep you;
the Lord make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you;
the Lord turn his face toward you
and give you peace.”’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUtll3mNj5U

YIELD (10 minutes)
Pray this prayer of yielding, written by Pete Greig:
Lord Jesus Christ, we ask you to protect us from the spread of the coronavirus.
You are powerful and merciful; let this be our prayer “Have mercy on me, my God, have mercy on me,
for in you I take refuge.
I will take refuge in the shadow of your wings
until the disaster has passed.” (Psalm 57:1)
Jehovah Shalom, Lord of Peace, we remember those living in coronavirus hotspots and those
currently in isolation. May they know your presence in their isolation, your peace in their turmoil and
your patience in their waiting. Prince of Peace, you are powerful and merciful; let this be their prayer.
“May your mercy come quickly to meet us, for we are in desperate need. Help us, God our Saviour,
for the glory of your name.” (Psalm 79:8)
God of all Comfort and Counsel, we pray for those who are grieving, reeling from the sudden loss of
loved-ones. May they find your fellowship in their suffering, your comfort in their loss, and your hope
in their despair. We name before you those known to us who are vulnerable and scared - the frail, the
sick and the elderly. [pause] God of all Comfort, you are powerful and merciful; may this be our
prayer.
“He has delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us again. On him we have set our
hope that he will continue to deliver us.” (2 Corinthians 1:10)
Jehovah Rapha, God who heals, we pray for all medical professionals dealing daily with the intense
pressures of this crisis. Grant them resilience in weariness, discernment in diagnosis, and compassion
as they care. We thank you for the teams of researchers working steadily and quietly towards a cure give them clarity, serendipity and unexpected breakthroughs today. Would you rise above this present
darkness as the Sun of Righteousness with healing in your rays. May this be our prayer.
“Sovereign Lord, you have made the heavens and the earth by your great power and outstretched
arm. Nothing is too hard for you.” (Jeremiah 32:17)
God of all Wisdom, we pray for our leaders: the World Health Organisation, national governments,
and local leaders too - heads of schools, hospitals and other institutions. Since you have positioned
these people in public service for this hour, we ask you to grant them wisdom beyond their own
wisdom to contain this virus, faith beyond their own faith to fight this fear, and strength beyond their
own strength to sustain vital institutions through this time of turmoil. God of all Wisdom and Counsel,
you are powerful and merciful; may this be our prayer.
“God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear” (Psalms
46:1-2)
I bless you with these words: “Surely he will save you from the fowler’s snare and from the deadly
pestilence. He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings you will find refuge; his
faithfulness will be your shield and rampart. You will not fear the terror of night, nor the arrow that
flies by day, nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness, nor the plague that destroys at midday. A
thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, but it will not come near you.” (Psalm
91:3-7)
“Answer me when I call to you, my righteous God. Give me relief from my distress; have mercy on
me and hear my prayer.” (Psalm 4:1)
May El Shaddai, the Lord God Almighty who loves you protect you. May Jesus Christ, His Son who
died for you save you. And may the Holy Spirit who broods over the chaos and fills you with his

presence, intercede for you and in you for others at this time.
“The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom. To
him be glory for ever and ever. Amen.” (2 Timothy 4:18)
BE STILL
Breathe deeply, thank God for His presence. Release into His hands all you’ve prayed this past hour.

24/7
CLOUD

On this Ascension Day when we remember Jesus being taken into heaven, it seemed appropriate to
focus on the image of clouds: “‘You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’After he
said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.” Acts1:8

Clouds have always captured the imagination, with their variety of shapes and textures and
patterns.
Up early at dawn in the Carpathian mountains, setting out from the tiny monastery of St
Stephen to watch the sunrise, the lake submerged in clouds, swirling and roiling like a sea.
Above the clouds you feel set apart looking down with a divine perspective.
It is no wonder that God’s glory is often represented by clouds overshadowing mountains and
combined with the sound and light effects of thunder and lightning.
God guides his people during day with a pillar of cloud.
God appears to Moses in a cloud, deliberately veiled from people’s sight.
God speaks out of a cloud.
Gods’ presence in the newly consecrated temple is experienced through a thick impenetrable
cloud.
Elijah’s victory on Mount Carmel is followed by a growing cloud that unleashes a storm of
rain before which he has to run. He ends up on the same mountain as Moses, but God is not
to be found in the violence of wind and thunder and earthquake but in the silvery silence of
the dawn light.

Jesus speaks with Moses and Elijah on the Mount of Transfiguration before a cloud envelops
them and the disciples hear God’s voice: This is my Son, listen to him. Matthew 17:5
Dark clouds cover the sky at Christ’s crucifixion, and a luminous cloud surrounds him at his
ascension. Clouds will also bring him back in glory.
Clouds represent a space between heaven and earth, a substance that appears solid but is
not, as anyone can tell who has flown through clouds. Clouds can be luminous or dark,
uplifting or lowering, numinous with presence. We long for blue skies, but in this age of
global warming, we need to appreciate the beauty of clouds, and see God at work in
bringing refreshing rain.
Clouds are ambiguous, they can be the bearers of welcome, refreshing rain, or the harbingers
of deadly hurricanes and tornados. As such they are fitting images of the all-encompassing
nature of God who is both shepherd and judge, kind and tough, near and far, immanent and
transcendent, beautiful and sublime.

❖❖❖
Martyn Payne has written this prayer specially for these strange days, when we cannot
go to our loved ones as we would wish and cannot touch or hold them even if we’re
with them.

God of compassion,
Who can enter where we cannot go
And who can touch those we aren’t allowed to hold,
Come close on our behalf to those we love,
Who are confused, lonely and hurting at this time.
Please be our hands and feet,
Our smile and words,
to lighten up their darkness,
For nothing is impossible with you.
Amen

With all our love and blessings,
Sally and Rupert
Vicarage: 01924 255441
Sally: 07910558139
Rupert: 07482526670
E mail: sandalmagna@gmail.com
E mail: sallymartinpcf@gmail.com

