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The Parish of Sandal Magna
St. Helen’s, Sandal • St. Paul’s, Walton

The Work of Christmas
by Howard Thurman
When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and the princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost,
To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry,
To release the prisoner,
To rebuild the nations,
To bring peace among people,
To make music in the heart.

Wonderful helpers at our Christmas Day Community Lunch:
Pam, David, Sally, Rachel, Hannah and Tom
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Thurman was a mystical, prophetic preacher active in the civil rights
movement who joined the Quaker Fellowship in the 1960s. This poem
is in his book, Black Fire: African American Quakers on Spirituality and
Human Rights.

Novelty
We like what is new. A brand new present is considered better than
something second-hand. Something new has the potential for
surprising and delighting us. But the novelty soon wears oﬀ through
habitual use, and we can crave something else that is new. The word
novelty also has the connotation of something being superficial and
shiny, not having lasting value. Perhaps that is why New Year
celebrations can sometimes leave us feeling a bit empty. New Year
celebrations are marked by magnificent firework displays, but maybe
a firework is a fitting symbol for something that comes and goes with
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spectacular but brief duration. Other cultures celebrate on diﬀerent
days and in diﬀerent ways. Nyepi, the Balinese New Year on 9th
March is a day of self-reflection and rest. For many New Year can be a
time of taking stock, reviewing the achievements or disappointments
of the past year and looking ahead with resolutions to make better use
of the coming year.
In the Christian calendar, New Year comes half way between
Christmas and Epiphany, which commemorates the coming of the
Wise Men to find Jesus. Jesus is first seen by ordinary people, the
shepherds, and then by the scholars, in that order. These groups of
people represent wonder and wisdom, rich and poor, and as we find in
the life of Jesus and the teaching of Paul, Jesus is concerned about
all people, but priority is given to the poor and disadvantaged.
Perhaps in the uncertainty of the coming year, we too can make it a
priority to serve the needs of the poor and the lonely in our
communities, while acknowledging our own poverty of spirit and need
of God’s generous grace.
One of our major ministries is Christians against Poverty. Sometimes
we may begin the New Year in debt and that is where the debt
counselling of Christians against Poverty can be helpful to anyone in
need. Just ring 0800 328 0006 for free help.
Rupert

Who am I & How do I fit in?
Pat Manners
When were you born and where?
Halifax 3rd July 1932.
My Dad walked with my mum high up on this hill. “There’s going to be
houses here. Do you want a house or an engagement ring? She said:
“A house”. She got the ring 16 years later.
Dad was a policeman. He saw a pretty girl and stopped the traﬃc to
let her cross. He asked to take her to the pictures and he had bought
her carnations. He went to sleep during the movie as he had been on
nights. They were married before she was 21. Very romantic. He was
a Welsh lad, and I spent many happy summers in Aberkenfig.
Do you have any interesting family memories?
I knew from the age of 4 that I was going to be nurse. At Warley Road
school, I learnt to swim. Miss Lack would use a long pole and poke
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you to encourage you to swim. I had long red hair in plaits, but I got
nits and had to have it cut. Miss Mountain said: “O Pat where’s your
beautiful hair gone.” I ran home, so upset. The boy sitting behind me,
Alan Rawnsley, used to put ink on the back of my neck. He could
embroider beautifully.
Who influenced you most in your life?
My parents. My headmistress, although I didn’t like her. She was old
school, and wanted me to read medicine and go to Girton. I had a
place in Leeds, but I knew I wasn’t academic.
How did you come to faith?
It was just part of my life. We went to St Hilda’s Church. I went with
my cousin Joan to what is now Halifax Parish Church, where I was
married to Mike. Church was part of life, part of me. I never
questioned it.
What was your profession?
Every Sunday, I went up to the Halifax Royal Infirmary to see who was
in charge and got a voluntary job. I scrubbed floors, washed wards,
boiled instruments, helped old people, just to be in hospital. I walked
out of school at 17. I served most at LGI and lived in nurses homes for
three years. It was good training. In 1953 I became an SRN, and went
oﬀ to London for 6 Months to study 1st part midwifery, and came top.
I was good at it. Part 2 I took at Leeds. I wanted to work in the worst
area, to know what it’s like to be really poor, to live in a house without
a toilet. In Samuel street, there were 76 houses, multi-occupation, with
only 3 sets of toilets at the back. Police went around in twos but
nurses were safe. Call the Midwife? I could have written it! Been there
done that. In Leeds, the poverty, the dirt, the smells. Being a Midwife
was the gift that God had given me.
What recent experience of God stands out?
Getting a wheelchair. Finding this home at Snydale was a real
blessing. It has a lovely view. God-given. Michael up there laughing
his socks oﬀ, with me getting all the problems he had.
What is one thing you would change in the world?
Christians suﬀering persecution. We all want peace. Understanding,
admitting when we’re wrong. If we could live in peace. Why can’t we
all live together.
Share something you get excited about in your life?
Being creative! I’m an avid photographer and love going out in nature
to capture the beauty that is all around us. It really makes me
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appreciate life, and allows me to switch oﬀ from the hustle and bustle
of the modern world.
What is your favourite film, play, work of art, piece of music, band,
book or all six?
Favourite film; It’s a Wonderful Life, The Grinch, Fantasia, Bambi.
Favourite play; The King and I.
Work of art; Seascapes, I love the sea.
Piece of Music; The Armed Man. I’ve sung in it twice and especially
like the Benedictus.
Book; The Lord of the Rings.
Who you like to spend time with?
Alice, Tom, Harry, Sam, William who died as he was being born.
Rowena and Ben, Simon and Amanda, Mark and Annie.
Nia Frobisher who become a Barrister. Able Seaman Ossian a
firefighter on the aircraft carrier. I am proud of them all; John, my
Children and Grandchildren. I am the bow they are the arrows, and
they went far away. I gave them freedom.

Sermon Series on Wisdom for Living
At a time like this we are in need of Wisdom, the Wisdom from above
that James writes about: “Real wisdom, God’s wisdom, begins with a
holy life and is characterised by getting along with others. It is gentle
and reasonable, overflowing with mercy and blessings, not hot one
day and cold the next, not two-faced. You can develop a healthy,
robust community that lives right with God and enjoy its results only if
you do the hard work of getting along with each other, treating each
other with dignity and honour.”
To explore this theme we will be looking at passages from the Book of
Proverbs. The late Eugene Peterson writes: “Wisdom is the art of
living skilfully in whatever actual conditions we find ourselves in.
Proverbs distills this all into riveting images and aphorisms that keep
us connected in holy obedience to the ordinary.”
We will be looking at themes such as Cultivating compassion,
Speaking truth, Managing anger, Forging strong families, Giving
generously and working wisely. Sermon slides are available for
groups, and sermons are uploaded onto our web-site
sandalmagna.com on Monday mornings.
Rupert
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Seek
This is what hides
In the deepest dark
Stronger than your fears
More urgent than new year’s start
Older than the woods of wild
Louder than the cries of a child
But quiet as a mouse
Waiting, patiently, in the hollows of your house
It does not care
Who you are
Your race, your size, your age
How hot your rage
It is simply there
If you choose to seek it
If you believe it
Hope
That one word
One single word
And what it means
Can conjure up
The answer to your dreams
What stops the nightmares
The success of your schemes
That burst
Of warm energy
Can carry you through
And defeat the enemy
Of your heart
Like life itself
It defeats the dark
So, when you are lost
Or feel forgotten
Seek out hope
And you are one more step
Towards the only Begotten.
Stefan Grieve
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Epiphany
Mary, as you held the child
Presented by God,
Could you have known
A presentiment of fear?
Or looked askance
At the maturing child,
becoming man
Whom Pilate his judge
Beheld as man
Whose world invisible
With broken body
He ventured on the cross,
His father’s business,
Our redemption.
G Firth

Volunteers for Christians Against Poverty
(CAP)
Do you like to bless and help others? Do you have a couple of hours
to spare on an ad hoc basis on either Tuesday, Wednesday or
Thursday? We are looking for new volunteers to go on CAP visits with
Sarah Cutts and/or Ruth McCallum. The commitment can be very
small - coming along to a visit, and if you have a natural connection
with a client getting alongside them. Most of our clients have had
challenges in their lives and a change in their circumstances has
meant that they can no longer manage their finances.
Our CAP Wakefield Debt Centre wants to bring hope and freedom
from unmanageable debt to those in our community. No financial or
debt knowledge needed - an open, non-judgmental heart essential.
If you'd like more information please give Sarah a call on 07799
534702 or email sarahcutts@capuk.org.
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G & P Hartley Hilliards Charitable Trust
Applications are welcome for funding from local Charities that in
particular support the sick, elderly and young.
For further information please contact : Secretary@hillards-trust.co.uk
www.hillards-trust.co.uk

Events
Praying as Churches Together on 24th Jan
Anyone is welcome to join together in praying fo our City of Wakefield
and the work of Churches in our District.
We meet on Thursday 24th January at St Catherine’s Church, to
worship and pray from 7-9pm.

Oasis Tea at St Paul’s on 20th Feb
A tea party will be held as part of our Oasis Ministry to Seniors, on
Wednesday 20th February in St Paul’s from 2.30-4.30pm.
Please let Anne Pratt, 240311, or Janet Porritt, 258775, know if you
would like to come along or bring someone with you.

Walton 3rd Thursday Events
Walton Community Library
17 January, 'Don't leave all your money to the taxman!' Inheritance
and estate planning, gifting money eﬀectively etc
21 February, The Forgotten Women of Wakefield: a talk by Sarah
Cobham
21 March, 'Travels and Taxidermy' - more about Charles Waterton
from local author Barbara Phipps
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Worship
20 Jan

27 Jan

3 Feb

10 Feb

17 Feb

24 Feb

Theme

Wisdom: Cultivating Compassion

9.15am

Holy Communion

St Helen's

10.45am

Morning Praise

St Helen's

11am

Holy Communion

St Paul’s

6pm

Soul Space

St Paul’s

Theme

Wisdom: Speaklng Truth

9.15am

Morning Prayer

St Helen's

10.45am

Family Communion

St Helen's

11am

Morning Praise

St Paul’s

Theme

Wisdom: Managing Anger

9.15am

Holy Communion

St Helen's

10.45am

Morning Praise

St Helen’s

11am

Morning Praise

St Paul’s

Theme

Wisdom: Forging Strong Families

9.15am

Holy Communion

St Helen's

10.45am

Café Church

The Spring

11am

Holy Communion

St Paul’s

4pm

Families@4

St Helen’s

Theme

Wisdom: Giving Generously

9.15am

Holy Communion

St Helen’s

10.45am

Morning Praise

St Helen’s

11am

Holy Communion

St Paul’s

6pm

Soul Space

St Paul’s

Theme

Wisdom: Working Wisely

9.15am

Morning Prayer

St Helen's

10.45am

Holy Communion

St Helen’s
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11am
3 Mar

6 Mar

Morning Praise

St Paul’s

9.15am

Holy Communion

St Helen’s

10.45am

Morning Praise

St Helen’s

11am

Holy Communion

St Paul’s

Theme

Ash Wednesday

11.30am

Holy Communion with Ashes

St Helen’s

9.15am

Holy Communion

St Helen’s

10.45am

Café Church

The Spring

11am

Morning Praise

St Paul’s

4pm

Families@4

St Helen’s

Theme

10 Mar Theme

Provision for Children on Sunday
St. Helen’s Children and young people are welcome to our services.
Creche and Groups 1st, 3rd & 4th Sundays during the 10.45am
service; on 2nd Sunday we have Families@4pm for children & parents.
St. Paul’s welcomes children with a Kids’ Corner during services
Youth Group, Secondary School Children, contact Liz Rowe 250636.

Information & Regular Events
Room Hire
Bell-ringing

Contact the Parish Oﬃce 259966 for bookings of:
The Barnabas Rooms, St. Paul’s, Walton, WF2 6JU
The Emmaus Rooms,St. Helen’s, Sandal, WF2 6EJ.
Practice night Wednesdays at 7.30pm at the Parish
Church. Contact Margot Cutt on 01924 255918.

Boogie-Woogie Thursdays - 9.15am, at St. Paul’s. Contact: 0 - 5
years Co-ordinator),Marisa Kapp Tel. 07717885682.
Toddler Group
|(term time only) Email. marisa.sandalmagna@gmail.com.

10

Christians
Against Poverty
Debt Centre

Struggling with debt? Call free on 0800 3280006.
All other enquiries call Centre Manager, Sarah Cutts
07503 878728.

Practice Fridays 7.30pm before 2nd & 4th Sunday
in the month. Contact Andrea North 01924 251646.
The Spring - Cafe Open from Tuesday-Friday 10am-4pm and
& Shop
Saturday 10am-2pm. 299 Barnsley Road. 242593

Choir

Groups

Want to join a Group? Please contact Rupert &
Sally Martin, 255441 who will help you find an
appropriate group.

St Paul’s with
St Helen’s
Sandal Magna
Mothers’ Union

St Paul’s 7.30 in The Barnabas Rooms, Walton on
the 2nd Monday of each month.
Contact Rose Lee on 01924 250829
14th Jan - AGM
11th Feb - TBA

Open Doors

Tuesdays 10-11.30am. At Walton Methodist Church
Shay Lane Walton. Join us for coﬀee & chat.

Toddle-In
Toddler Group

Tuesdays - 9.15am at St. Helen’s Church, Sandal.
Contact Denise Chivers on 01924 781196

Women’s
Fellowship

Contact Judith Parkin 256045. 2nd Monday in the
month. 7.30pm St. Helen’s. Next meetings :
14th Jan - John Flack - My experience as Bishop
11th Feb - Yorkshire Air Ambulance - Tracy Gregory

Parish Office

First point of contact for:
Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals, & Room Lettings.
St. Helen’s, Barnsley Road, Wakefield WF2 6EJ.
Open Tues, Wed, and Thurs, 9am - 1pm, or by
appointment with Marisa Kapp. Tel. 01924 259966.
Access is down the path through the green door.
www.sandalmagna.com sandalmagna@gmail.com

SHYP (St. Helen’s Youth & Community Co-ordinator, Sally Martin
Youth Project)
Mobile: 07910558139. sallymartinpcf@gmail.com
Office Business
on Sundays

Please contact the Churchwardens: Craig Orr,
250262; Brian Pratt, 240311; Andrea North, 251646

Pastoral Ministry For visits and Pastoral Care, point of contact:
Margaret Walker. Tel.07799217904/01924 248513.
Vicar

Revd. Rupert Martin. Tel. 01924 255441
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Prayer Times ~ All Welcome
Tuesday-Saturday at The Spring
Wednesdays at St. Paul’s, Walton
Wednesdays at St Helen’s, Holy Communion
Thursday at the Rainbow Hub, Portobello

9.45am -10.00am
9.00am - 9.30am
11.30pm - 12noon
10.30am - 11.00am

Prayer in times of special need
If anyone needs special prayer, please contact me on 07799217904 or
248513 and you will be included in the next Grapevine. If you know
anyone who is in need of prayers for healing, and they would like to be
included on this list, please contact me.
Margaret Walker

Focus for Prayer
Please pray for: those in need of healing:
Betty Richmond, Pat Manners, Trevor Thompson, Mair Lord, Daniel
Stead, Paul Morris, Alan Leading, Martin Porritt, John Cutt, Elliot,
Barry Lord, Renee Thorndike, Val and Tony Gilman.
those who have recently lost loved ones: especially the friends and
family of: Mary Tetley, Victor Wiltshire, Julie Deidre Barnsley, Barbara
Cocker, Elaine Ruth Bart & Auntie Con.
those recently baptised: Charlie Chataway, Spencer Garvey
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